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* 'Core costs' could include the following 
(non exhaustive):  
• costs of Chief Executive officer  
• administrative costs of running the   
  management board  
• audit costs  
• fundraising and finance function   
• health and safety  
• ICT systems   
• accommodation  

The Council has a discretionary power to make financial contributions to 
voluntary organisations for the provision of services in respect of some of its 
statutory functions (see next page). The officer making the grant has to 
consider the following before an award is made:- 

Is the Council specifying the service (i.e. 
outcomes/delivery/specific group of service users 
etc)? 

Yes – Procurement 
route 

No - Grants route 

Is there a developed 
competitive market where the 
same or similar services are 
being provided by other 
voluntary organisations and 
commercial companies? In 
order to establish this you 
MUST speak to Corporate 
Procurement Services or the 
contracts officer of the relevant 
dept for information. 

Before making the Grant 
check the award meets the 
Council’s: 
(1) priorities/aim/objectives, 
(2) the Grants criteria, and 
(3) will directly benefit the  
     residents/community. 

Yes - a procurement route is 
advised.  Seek advice from 
Corporate Procurement Services 

In addition to meeting the Grant award 
criteria, the award should come within one 
or more of the following criteria: 
- The service cannot be provided but for 
the Grant 
- The service is for innovative / 
experimental products, activities or 
services 
- Developmental funding for a new 
organisation or for an existing organisation 
to develop a new initiative, activity, service 
etc. 
- Organisations of strategic importance 
- Ongoing core costs* 
- One off grants 



  

 

A. Section 19, Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 - “Recreational 
Facilities” 
 
B. Section 145, Local Government Act 1972 - “Provision of Entertainments” 
 
C. Section 144, Local Government Act 1972 - “Power to encourage visitors and provide 
conference and other facilities” 
 
D. Section 142, Local Government Act 1972 - “Provision of information, etc, relating to 
matters affecting local government” 
 
E. Section 508 (2), Education Act 1996 - “Functions in respect of facilities for recreation 
and social and physical training. 
 
F. Sections 13, 14, and 15, Education Act 1996 - Grants facilitating the Council’s general 
functions in respect of Primary, Secondary and Further Education and Sections 111, Local 
Government Act 1972” 
 
G. Section 33, Local Government and Housing Act 1989 - “Promotion of economic 
development” 
 
H. Section 89, National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949 “Planting of trees 
and derelict land” 
 
I. Sections 179 and 180, Housing Act 1996 - “Duty of local housing authority to provide 
advisory services and assistance to voluntary organisations in respect of homelessness.” 
 
J. Grants facilitating the Council’s Social Services Functions as listed in Schedule 1 to the 
Local Authorities Social Services Act 1970; and Section 111 of the Local Government Act 
1972 
 
K. Section 14, Public Libraries and Museum Act 1964 - “Contributions to expenses of 
museums and galleries” 
 
L. Section 2, Local Government Act 2000 – ‘Power to do anything likely to promote the 
economic, social and environmental well being of the area.’ 

 
 


